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Introduction:

This report serves as a comprehensive summary of the One Day National Seminar titled “75th Year of
Independence: The Challenges and Opportunities before India in Contemporary Global Trade Scenario”, jointly
organized by Netaji Nagar College for Women, Kolkata-700092 and Vidyasagar Metropolitan College,
Kolkata-700006 on 27.05.2023.

The seminar explored the critical interface between economics and the environment, bringing together
academicians, researchers, policymakers, and industry experts to engage in meaningful discourse and identify
potential solutions for sustainable development.

This One Day National Seminar is funded by the Indian Council of Social Science Research, Easter Regional
Council (ICSSR, ERC) [ sanctioning memo no. ICSSR-ERC/2023-24/23 dated 15.05.2023].

Objectives:

● To foster interdisciplinary dialogue on the economic and environmental challenges facing the nation.
● To showcase cutting-edge research and scholarship in the field of environmental economics.
● To identify policy recommendations and practical solutions for sustainable development.
● To build networks and collaborations between academic institutions, policymakers, and industry stakeholders.

Event Highlights:

The Seminar began with the introductory speech on the theme of the seminar by Dr. Suparna Nandy Pal, Convener
of the Seminar and Head of the Department of Economics, Vidyasagar Metropolitan College. In the inaugural
session felicitation of the dignitaries who had graced the occasion was conducted by Dr, Bipul De, Head of the
Department of Economics, Netaji Nagar College for Women.

Dr Arghya Sarkar, Principal of Vidyasagar Metropolitan College delivered the Welcome address and then a
sppech was delivered by Dr. Anindita Majumdar on behalf of Netaji Nagar College for Women, the Convener,
Academic Sub-committee of the college.

The seminar featured Two special lectures by two renowned experts:
1. Prof. Rajat Acharyaa, Department of Economics, Jadavpur University on “Trade and Environment”. The

brief introduction of Professor Rajat Acharyaa was given by Dr. Soma Saha, Joint convener of the seminar
and Associate Professor in Economics, Netaji Nagar College for Women and

2. Prof. Ranajay Bhattacharya. Head of the Economic Division, Indian Institute of Foreign Trade, Kolkata
on “Global Value Chains and the Problem of Rules of Origin”. Dr. Suparna Nandy (Pal), convener of
the seminar and associate professor in Economics, Vidyasagar Metropolitan College, gave a short
introduction on Professor Bhattacharya’s career and achievements.

The entire question answer session for both the invited lectures was conducted by Dr. Bipul De, convener and
Associate Professor in Economics, Netaji Nagar College for Women.

The post lunch session was on paper presentations from prominent researchers and students across various
disciplines chaired by an eminent economist and author Prof. Debashis Majumdar, Department of Economics, The
Heritage College, Kolkata. There were six (6) selected scholarly papers to be presented. The researchers utilized this
unique opportunity of presenting their research findings in front of the eminent academicians.
Presentations covered topics such as:



○ The economic impact of climate change.
○ Sustainable resource management strategies.
○ Policy interventions for environmental protection.
○ Case studies of successful environmental-economic initiatives.

The last session was the valedictory session where formal vote of thanks was given by Dr. Bipul De, convener and
associate professor in Economics, Netaji Nagar College for Women and certificates were distributed among the
paper presenters and participants.

Outcomes and Achievements:

● The seminar attracted 90 participants from across the country, representing different academic institutions,
government agencies, NGOs.

● Over six research papers were presented, covering a wide range of issues and generating insightful
discussions.

● The seminar generated valuable policy recommendations and actionable solutions for sustainable
development

● Strong networks and collaborations were established between two colleges.

Sustainability and Future Initiatives:

Both, Netaji Nagar College for Women and Vidyasagar Metropolitan College remain committed to advancing the
discourse and continuing our collaborative efforts towards achieving sustainable development.

Conclusion:

The National Seminar on “75th Year of Independence: The Challenges and Opportunities before India in
Contemporary Global Trade Scenario” proved to be a significant platform for promoting interdisciplinary
collaboration, generating knowledge, and fostering solutions for a sustainable future.

We express our sincere gratitude to Funding Agency, Indian Council of Social Science Research, Easter Regional
Council (ICSSR, ERC) for their invaluable support in making this event a success.

We remain confident that the outcomes of this seminar will contribute towards positive change and a more
sustainable future for our nation.
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ISRRR-ERC Sponsored National Seminar 

On 

75th Year of Independence:  

The Challenges and Opportunities before India in Contemporary Global Trade Scenario 
    

Date: 27th May, 2023.      Venue: Vidyasagar Metropolitan College. 

 

PROGRAMME SCHEDULE 
 

10.00 am: Registration 

10.30 am: Introductory talk by Dr. Suparna Nandy Pal, VMC. 

10.40 am: Felicitation of dignitaries  

 Prof. Rajat Acharyaa to be felicitated by Principal, VMC. 

 Prof. Ranajay Bhattacharya to be felicitated by Principal, NNCW. 

 Observer from ICSSR-ERC to be felicitated by Dr. Soma Saha, NNCW. 

 Prof. Debashis Majumdar to be felicitated by Dr. Debasish Joddar, VMC. 

 President, GB, VMC to be felicitated byDr. Sarajit Sardar, VMC. 

 Principal, VMC to be felicitated by Dr. Susmita Roy, NNCW. 

 Principal, NNCW to be felicitated by Dr. Suparna Nandy Pal, VMC. 
  

10.45 am: Welcome address by Principal, VMC. 

10.50 am: Address by Principal, NNCW. 

10.55 am: ICSSR-ERC observer’s speech. 

Session-I 

11.00 am: Introduction of Prof. Rajat Acharyaa by Dr. Soma Saha. 

11.05 am: Lecture-1 by Prof. Rajat Acharyaa. 

11.45 am: Q&A session to be conducted by Dr. Bipul De. 

12.00 noon: Thanks giving to Prof. Rajat Acharyaa by Dr. Soma Saha. 

12.05 pm: Introduction of Prof. Ranajay Bhattacharya by Dr. Suparna Nandy Pal. 

12.10 pm: Lecture-2 by Prof. Ranajay Bhattacharya. 

12.50 pm: Q&A session to be conducted by Dr. Bipul De. 

1.00 pm: Thanks giving to the speakers by Dr. Suparna Nandy Pal. 

 

1.00 pm to 2.00 pm: Lunch break 

 Session-II 

2.00 pm: Introduction of Dr. Debashis Majumdar by Dr. Debashis Joddar, 

2.05 pm: Beginning of paper presentation. Chair: Dr. Debashis Majumdar. 

 

Valedictory session 

4.00 pm: Valedictory speech by Dr. Suparna Nandy Pal. 

4.10 pm: Vote of thanks by Dr. Sarajit Sardar, IQAC Coordinator, VMC. 

 

 



Respected participants are requested to provide the feedback about the programme by scanning 

the following QR code and filling up the form. 

 

 
Thank you. 
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